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Jake requests immediate action on Disaster Declaration 

(Anchorage)  – Today, Alaska Congressional Candidate Jake Metcalfe faxed 

Governor Palin a letter requesting immediate action on the Juneau energy 

crisis. Governor Palin's Disaster Policy Cabinet has discussed the issue, but 

tabled the issue until next week.  

 

Metcalfe says he is making an appeal to Gov. Palin in absence of any action 

from Alaska’s Congressional delegation.   

 

Last week, an avalanche took out the Snettisham power line that supplies 

Juneau with electricity.  As a result, Juneau residents are faced with an 

almost quintuple increase in  the cost of per-kilowatt hour for power. 

 Juneau's electric company, Alaska Electric Light & Power estimates it is 

spending $1 million every three days to fuel its diesel generators.  The 

Juneau Assembly estimated last week that cost to the community will be $25 

million.    

 

“I know that it has been a busy time for you,” Metcalfe noted in his fax to the 

governor, “but I am asking that your office reconsider this matter at once 

since our elected officials in have failed to take even the first step in getting 

federal assistance to Juneau.”  
 

Metcalfe expressed concern about the most vulnerable residents in the 

community:  older folks on fixed incomes and single parents with small 

children.  “I am concerned about Juneau businesses - the Alaskan Brewery, 

Taku Smokeries, Super Bear, Capital Copy, and Heritage Coffee, just to 

name a few,” his faxed message stated.  “I'm also troubled by the increase in 



costs to care providers, from childcare centers to senior centers.  How will 

they make ends meet? … There is no time to waste.” 
 

Metcalfe is requesting Governor Palin to reconvene the Disaster Policy 

Cabinet immediately.    



 

 
 
April 24, 2008 
 
Governor Sarah Palin 
P.O. Box 110001 
Juneau, AK 99811-0001 
 
Dear Governor Palin, 
 
Congratulations on the birth of your son, Trig!  My wife is six months pregnant, and we 
shared in the joy of both your pregnancy and the delivery.  We send you our best wishes. 
 
I read with disappointment yesterday that the Disaster Policy Cabinet has yet to take 
action on the Juneau energy crisis.  There is no time to waste. 
 
As you know, Alaska Electric Light & Power (AEL & P) filed a rate increase yesterday 
with the Alaska Regulatory Commission that will almost quintuple the per-kilowatt 
energy cost for Juneau residents, businesses, and organizations. This comes at a time 
when Alaskans face significant price increases at the gas pumps and for home heating oil. 
 While conservation measures will no doubt help Juneau to survive this economic crisis, 
more help is needed. 
 
I was disappointed to learn that none of our congressional delegation has made this issue 
a priority.   
 
I'm worried about the most vulnerable residents in our community:  older folks on fixed 
incomes and single parents with small children.  I am also concerned about Juneau 

businesses - the Alaskan Brewery, Taku Smokeries, Super Bear, Capital Copy, and 
Heritage Coffee, just to name a few.  I'm also troubled by the increase in costs to care 

providers, from childcare centers to senior centers.  How will they make ends meet?  
There is no time to waste. 
 
On the first weekend of June, 1996, as you well know, wildfires raged in the Matanuska-
Susitna Valley. Within five days, Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
officials had declared the wildfires a disaster and the State of Alaska had declared a state 
of emergency. Soon after, the president declared a disaster. The estimate in 1996 was that 
the wildfires would cause $40 million in property damage. 
 



As of today, it has been eight days since the avalanche took out the Snettisham power 
line.  I know that it has been a busy time, but I am disappointed that your office has failed 
to take even the first step in getting federal assistance to Juneau. Last week, the Juneau 
Assembly predicted that the cost to the community will exceed $25 million. The Juneau 
power company estimated that it would cost $1 million every three days to fuel its diesel 
generators. The company has indicated that it will take 90 days or so to rebuild the power 
line.  The cost of this disaster is being passed on to Alaskans.  This disaster has the 
potential to be as costly, or more costly, than the 1996 wildfires. 
 
I implore you to reconvene your Disaster Policy Cabinet immediately.  Juneau - and 
Alaska - needs your leadership.  There is no time to waste.  
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
/s/ 
 
Jake Metcalfe 
Candidate for U.S. Congress 
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